Sexually transmitted cancers and viruses.
Both cervical cancer and its precancerous state cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN) have the characteristics of being sexually transmitted. Formerly herpes simplex virus (HSV) but more recently human papillomavirus (HPV) which both infect the cervix have been implicated in causation. The role of these viruses as possible initiators of cancer or as potential cofactors of cocarcinogens is discussed at the molecular level within the context of the disease process.